Ol PAGE. Al-/2 


By Robert G. Raiser 
Waosbigaian Post Staci Writer «J 
ve u tense day of meetings and stra-" 
ay sessions, the Carter White House 
mn noved yesterday~to protect its endan-. 
serect SALT I pact against damaging 
poli tical winds- and tides that have 
th 
as 


ros) "ga Ms ay 


sen and intensified as saan 

a September hurricane,. See 
The day began with an singtignal= 
sometimes angry, meeting between 
President Carter-and his principal as- 
sociates and a group of senators who 
are pressing the White House :to-in- 
crease defense spending. It ended 
with a surprise early evening meeting: 


between one of-thos2 Seantas 
Nunn (D-Ga.), and .Presitent: Cafter: 
that lasted for. more than-an hour. oe 


‘Neither Nunn or the White House: 
would discuss, the second. Nunn nieet+- 
ing. which was, prompted by a’ per- 

-sonal invitation: during. the day from 
President Carter. But a senior official 
said their conversation may have been 
the single most important exchange in 
the SALT dehate thus far. 

There was obvious anxiety in the 
highest reaches of the administration 
yesterday that the SALT treaty might 
be slipping down a political drain that 
has beer greased: by revelations of So- 


viet ‘combat. troops in , Cuba. L Last night 


White House officials expressed hope 
that the worst had pease -at least 
temporarily. 

“We've got to solve- the Cubian prob- 
lem to make progress,” one senior ot- 
ficial observed last night.. Jen ta 

Opponents- of SALT inthe: Santis! 
meanwhile, exulted yesterday that. the 

political momentum seemed .to be 
Howing their way. The announced op- 
position of Sen. Russell B.. Long. (D- 
La), the flap about Soviet troops” in 
Cuba and the continuing debate-over 
the best level for defense spending all 
have tended to weaken the pro-treaty} 


_single senator in the SALT debate—to 


“term.-budget.. “I'm.tying-my vote: om 


[spending over*the:next~ few: vears}- 
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ar guments, many ot. the SALT ceities 
believe. “ 

, Key members of the ‘Carise admin- 
istration acknowledge privately that 
they have: lost .the .momentum.. “We 
desperately need to get backwon the 
offensive,” one said. . 

“In the short‘run, the administration. 
is anxious :ta: avoid any more declara-.. 
tions like Long’s that might.suggest a: 
wholesale abandonment of: ‘SALT IT- 
by moderate.and conservative: sena-- 
tors. One reason for Carter's second’ 
invitation to Nunn last ‘night; appar- 
ently, was to try to convince the Geor 


gian—now- clearly the most important 


pe patient and to hold off on any: defi-+ 
nitive statements ° “about. his position 
on the treaty. = 
Nunn is a widely. rescected: expert, 
on military affairss to.whom. at least. 
half a dozen. ‘senators, are, looking for 
a lead in-their own, ene. about 
how to vote on SALT. oom ree 07 

This limited: objectiye.. may” “have 
been achieved. Leaving~ the. White 
House under dark, threatening clouds 
Jast night, Nunn told a reporter that 
he will wait to see-thée administra- 


2B poet mae at 


_tion’s new: five-year’ defense budget 


before making up his mind, finally on 
SALT IL. : 

Nunn predicted, that the SALT de- 
bate. now is so mired’ that a final vote 


_eannot- come before late-November or 


December, giving. the- administration” 
plenty of time to produce such a long’ 


SALT - to..whatio wei das-ine? défense: 


and-to. presidential. Jeadership:: on. nae} 
tional defense,” Nun saidyrretess east 


forces. 


eC LY of . ele. 


White Ho ouse Moves io Shore Ue 
Support toi SALT 


Us; 4 


~ He “noted that Ye ond President Car- 
ter agreed that a:3. percent increase in 
real spending is the: most that can be 
absorbed sensibly’ in ‘the defense 
budget this year-. But he reiterated 
thata’S. percent reak increasa will be 
necessary in the'198Y and 1982 budgets 
to satisty#, thei, Pentagon’ s plans. for 

ec “tn. 


‘figure in? thes tirst: White- Hotige meet-- 


ing: yesterday: was=stronger than-ad- 
ministration: ’: ‘officials> had: expectad.. 
Nunn’s. firm “position was» one; factor 
that. led thet president ‘to invite~ him.: 
for a second Visit tothe: White eae 
informed: sources said. >: = 

- Others in the. morning. meeting alto: 
pressed Carter. forcefully. Sen:, Henry: 
M. Jacksow- (D-Wash_). accused. the. ad-. 
ministration.af; jfoot-dragging. on. stra- 
tegi¢ weapons. programs, a: charge that - 4 
angered Defense ... Secretary,’ -Harold_ 
Brown;-who was inthe meeting. |: 7 
. Sen. Ernest Fo (Fritzy Hollings: “(De 


S.C) told Carter that the commander 


in chief “has to lead,” Hollings later’:} 
told a-reporter. “It: was a,standoif,” } 
Hollings said- of the meeting, report! 
ing that Carter did not accept the ar- 
guments for further. increases in de- 
fense spending; “He. was looking anx- 
ious,” Hollings said of Carter. “He’s} 
beleaguered.: 1. sas a. little Sorry” fory 
him.” ee 
Meanwhile, ‘the. “State” “Department 


“attempted to check a wave of.specula-|. 


tion arising from. the eagle te: 
nesday that the:Soviet’ troops.in Cuba* 
may. be there to’ demonstrate” large} 
unit maneuvers to Cuban soldiers... 
Spokesman °”Hodding: "Carter*7 de= 
clared this is only one of “a.whole se-z 
ries” of possible: missions..for the Sov 
viet brigade under study by U.S. intel: 
igence, and Te-USMreMr TTT TS -aTSeTo 
sure was intended to bei fa trial: ee 


loon or in any way a signal” ofa pos~ 
sible way out. oF the. ‘current U. S-So~. 
viet dispute.. ab te ohn ecare dic 
Secretary are State. ‘Cyrus R.: ‘ance’ 
is scheduled to meet Soviet ‘Ambassa-; 
‘dor Anatoliy Fi:Dobrynin again:. this. 
morning, in their third meeting to -dis-. 
cuss Soviet. troops. -in-Cubas Syl date 
Staff writer Dor: Obendorfer contrib 
uted to this articles wg. iene puted 


pala Paled FE 
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